ABSTRACT OF THE INVENTION 

A e-mail relay provides message filtering services to an e-mail network. The e-mail relay 
monitors incoming communication and intercepts messages. The e-mail relay extracts signature 
data from messages that include signature data. The e-mail relay restricts the delivery of 
message based on the presence and validity of signature data. The e-mail relay optionally 
classifies a sender in accordance with a level associated with validated signature data. 
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